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What is

Simply put, IMMERSION is
about focusing on the “how we
do it” of international ministry
and service rather than just “what
we do.” Our central focus is on
the importance of authentic
relationships as the keystone
to healthy ministry, and engaging
in what it means to truly “love our
neighbor” as people of privilege
in the 21st century.

IMMERSION?’

Teams spend their time equally split
between service opportunities,
cultural immersion in the
community, and relationship
building with community partners
and host families. This means
there is plenty of space to

give your time and attention to
others—a necessary part of doing
missions well—prioritizing people
over the simply seeking out
projects to complete.



PERU
Partners

IMMERSION team members in
Peru serve in the city of Lima
alongside Experience Mission’s
ministry partners Mark & Anna
Burgess.

Originally from the U.K., Mark

and Anna have been full-time
missionaries in Lima since 2006.
During that time, they started a
church called Oikos, and have
focused on providing meaningful
community and support for families
seeking faith and belonging.

Starting in 2023, Mark and Anna
handed over leadership of Oikos
church to a local Peruvian couple,
Robert & Rosa Romaina.
The Romainas both grew up in the
Peruvian jungle as members of the
indigenous Shipibo tribe.

Together, they oversee the daily
functioning of Oikos, with Robert
as lead pastor and Rosa as the
overseerer of the Casa de Paz
(“House of Peace”) kids program.



CASA DE PAZ
Kids Program

Casa de Paz, an afterschool
education program, supports low-
income families and Venezuelan
refugees living in Lima by providing
free tutoring and teacher support
for students of all grade levels.

Their goal is to help each student
get caught up in school so they
can start the following year at
grade level. As your main ministry
focus, you will split time between
their two locations each week:
the first at Oikos church, and

the second in a shanty-town
community called Pacifico.

During that time, you will work
directly with teachers and students,
helping with homework, focus,
and motivation. The teachers and
kids love consistency, so there is a
good chance team members will
work with the same kids for the
majority of your time in Peru.




WEEKLY
Schedule

Tuesday through Friday, you
can expect to volunteer at Casa de
Paz, which normally goes from mid-
day to 5:00/5:30 PM (depending on
the location).

Additionally, throughout your time

in Lima, you will also work with

two local Spanish teachers to
help you improve your language
skills. This includes two Spanish
vocabulary lessons and two grammar
lessons each week, plus homework.

Weekends often provide the
opportunity to explore the city, with
ideas and guidance from Mark and
Anna, and connect over meals with
the Burgess family, including their
two youngest sons, Kaleb and Joel.
Expect animated conversations, in-
depth Bible studies, and lots of ping-
pong. (They have a table on their
patio and love to play!)

On Sundays, you will attend
church gatherings and help support

the church service as your skills
allow (whether it’s with music,
Sunday school, praying for others,
or even giving your own sermon/
testimony).

Because you are serving on Sundays,
Mondays are treated as a “Sabbath”
for rest and recuperation.



HOUSING

& Travel

In Lima, you will be staying at Oikos
church. Housing accommodations
are comfortable, with bunk beds,
gender-specific rooms, and a
shared bathroom and shower.

While being mindful of phone use,
you can expect to have WiFi

access each day, meaning it is easy
to keep in touch with family at home.

During the weekdays, you

and your team will manage a
weekly food budget, cooking
breakfasts and dinners together.
Lunch is normally provided while
serving at Casa De Paz.

At some point, you will also have
the opportunity to connect with

Lastly, Mark and Anna typically
set aside one weekend for the
team to go on a tourism trip
to see more of Peru. Past teams
have booked adventure tours
or traveled together to Machu
Picchu! Whatever you do as a
team, expect a fun weekend
exploring the sites and culture
as you experience even more of
Peru’s beautiful country.

This program provides a lot of
independence to teams. Mark
and Anna make it a point to teach
team members how to use public
transit and encourage you to
explore the city (safely, of course!)
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